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THE KURDISH PRINCIPALITY OF HAKKARTYA* 
(14TH-15TH CENTURIES) 


ALEXANDER KHACHATRIAN 


Institute of Oriental Studies, 
Armenian Academy of Sciences, Yerevan) 


The emergence in South Armenia of the Kurdish dynasties and 
principalities has not been the subject of special studies in Ar- 
menistics and Kurdology to date. This is conditioned probably by 
the limited circle of relevant sources and the lack of the appropri- 
ate methodological basis.! A detailed analysis of the available 
materials in Armenian sources and their comparison with those of 
Arabic epigraphy preserved in South-Western Armenian areas, 
will shed a light on the chronology, genealogy, and the socio-po- 
litical history of these Kurdish dynasties. 

Several Kurdish fiefdoms can already be noticed in South Ar- 
menia in the 14th century A.D. Among these fiefdoms those of 
Baghesh-Bitlis (Rojak tribe), Van-Vostan (Hakkari tribe) and the 
smaller fiefdoms of Khizan, Hazo, Jermuk, Sparkert, Balu and 
other regions of which the Kurdish principality Hakkartya? includ- 


* Long before his death Dr. Alexander Khachatrian had promised to submit the present 
article to fran and the Caucasus, but his sudden, untimely demise prevented him from 
carrying out his pledge. Nevertheless, shortly thereafter, his widow gave me the unpublished 
scholarly papers of her late husband, in which the preliminary, in fact the working version 
of the article, was uncovered. Despite the obvious lacunae and shortcomings in composi- 
tion, I proceeded to edit and submit the piece for publication. Of course, had the author 
lived to complete this article, it would have been nothing less than perfect. Yet, even in its 
present form, the paper is a definite contribution to the study of the subject. In any event, I 
consider it a moral duty to publish this posthumous work of my old friend and a remarkable 
scholar. (Editor) 

! On the methodological aspect of Kurdological Studies and particularly the time of the 
penetration of the Kurds into Armenia, see in details I.C. Acarpan, “Ilocrynato1 
Kypnoseyenua: Tlonbirka mepecmotpa ACTOpHH kyposeyenua , I.C. AcaTpaH, Driogb! NO 
HDPaHCKOH 9THONOrHH (Epesan, 1998): 55-71; G.S. Asatrian, “Die Ethnogenese der Kurden 
und die frühe Kurdisch-Armenische Kontakte”, Iran and the Caucasus, vol. 5 (2001):41-74. 

2 The term “Hakkari” in the relevant literature is used to denote both a toponym and a 
tribal name (see Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-’a‘yan wa ‘abna’ al-zaman, mujallad ‘awwal 
(Beyrūt 1979): 180-181; Ibn al-Athir, A/-kamu/ ff-/-tarikh, mujallad tāsi ‘shir (Beyrit, 
1979): IX, 384, 385, X, 604; V. Minorsky, Studies in Caucasian History (London, 1953): 
144,146; “Hakkari”, Encyclopedie de I’Islam, Nouvelle Edition (EI.N.E.), vol. 3 (Paris-Lei- 
den, 1971): 85; Dehkhoda (Loyat-name-ye Dehxoda, s.a.): s.v. In the present article by the 
term “Hakkari” we designate the tribal name; to denote the name of the province, we have 
used the term “Hakkariya” as it is traditionally used in Arabic sources. 
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ing Van-Vostan (also known as Shamoyan, Shamboyan or 
Shamoyanids) occupies a distinctive place. 

Until quite recent times, the dominant view held was that the 
founder of this principality in the area encompassing Van, Vostan, 
Julamerik and Hakkariya, was Asad ad-Din Kalani ibn Imad ad- 
Din (circa 80s-90s of the 14th century), whose son was the famous 
Amir Izz ad-Din Shir. The view received wide acceptance in lit- 
erature, and mainly in the works of E. Zambaur, M.A. Zaki’ and 
others. This group of researchers exclusively depends on and re- 
servedly accepts the Sharaf-Nameh’s data. Based on information 
preserved in this Chronicle, the mentioned authors have con- 
founded Izz ad-Din Shir I (the founder of the Hakkartya fiefdom) 
with Izz ad-Din Shir II (Izz ad-Din ibn Asad ad-Din), who ruled in 
the last quarter of the 15th entury A.D. Consequently, Izz ad-Din 
Shir I and his immediate descendants are absent from the genea- 
logical tree formulated by them. See the chart below (E. Zam- 
baur): 


The Rulers of Van, Vostan, Julamerik and Hakkariya 
Asad ad-Din Kalani ibn Imad ad-Din 


Izz ad-Din Shir 


Zahid-beg (907/1501-2 A.D.) 


(== Sayid ee 


Zaynal Bahaad-Din Bayandar Bayazed Budaq Rustam Jakub 
993-968 A.H. 


In the light of data lately revealed from Armenian sources and 
in particular colophons of Armenian manuscripts, and as a result 
of the late Prof. Levon Khatchikian’s research, it is quite evident 
now that Yezdin Shir (Izz ad-Din Shir in Armenian transmission), 
the founder of the Hakkari Emirate, who is well known from the 


3 Muhammad ’Amin Zaki, 74rikh al-duwal wa-l-imarat al-Kurdiya fi-I-‘ahd al-Islami, 
(al-Qahira, 1949); E. De Zambaur, Manuel de généalogie et de chronologie pour I’histoire 
de l'Islam (Berlin, 1955). 
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Armenian sources, ruled not during the forth quarter of the 15th 
century, but in the 1380s. Apart from this, Khatchikian was able 
to reveal the names of a number of emirs of the Hakkari dynasty 
and thus provided a basis for revising the history of this Kurdish 
tribe. Going one step further than previous researchers, he put 
together the non-systematic information preserved in the Arme- 
nian historical documents and demonstrated that the Kurdish 
emirs mentioned since the 1380s had played a considerable role in 
the political life of the Southern provinces of Armenia. 

However, the problem requires a new revision. We will try be- 
low to examine all available data regarding the formation of the 
Hakkariya principality of Van-Vostan, to review their genealogy 
and to map out the chronology of their rise to power and the 
causes of their decline.* 

Colophons of the Armenian manuscripts give us some informa- 
tion about the dispersion of the Kurdish tribes during the first half 
of the 14th century. Thus, a colophon written in 1318 A.D. notes: 

- upp, bu Wiqmphh qhpåuhu' f yumush purquph, qùbgh h ppm 


gh p bpk phpd uncpp mgbinupuatu... “...Now, I, Khndubeg, 
the tailor of the town of Vostan (now called Gevash), purchased 


this Bible of mine that was in the custody of a Kurd...”.5 

As early as 1338, the Kurds made their appearance as fighters 
in the detachments of armies of the Chubanid sovereign (Ta- 
mourtash ibn Chuban—1318-1328 A.D.), who campaigned 
against Ala ad-Din Eretna (Haratna), who had achieved inde- 
pendence in Erznka (Erzinjan): ...fp QE Sujang [Frubatifp /1338/ 
oe + Subn ping yeyumibgee, l Gh fp bp anne dusyush 
puquiphu Cpgthuyhu, k dngqafig qudhinuji yp fuhuyfge qgnpf 
l fF us fF usp, be yuzuphug qpuqupu ... “In the year of 87 (1338 
A.D.) of the Armenian calendar, Tamurtash emerged and de- 


t The Arab authors of the 12th-13th centuries confirm that the Hakkari group of Kurd- 
ish tribes extending from Mosul lines in villages and provinces towards Jazirat Ibn Umar 
districted in the north. This province became to be known by the toponym (place-name) of 
Hakkariya (see Yaqit al-Hamawi, Mu ajam al-Buldan, mujallad khamis (Beyrit, s.a.): 408; 
Aboulfeda, Geographie d’Aboulfeda, Texte arab publié d’apres les Manuscrites de Paris et 
de Leyden par M. Reinaud et M.G. de Slane (Paris, 1840): 275; “Al-hakkariyya”, A/- 
Mun jid fi-l-luyati wa-l-’a Tam (Beyrit, 1983): 729. The toponym Hakkariya covered a vast 
territory in around upper streams of Great Zab having with Julamerik (Jilmar) as its main 
city-fortress (see F. ‘Taschner, “Colemerik”, E.N.E., vol.2(Leiden-London, 1965): 57). 

5 Sniguly huylplG dédbinwgnwg Cwuympwiudh, yaqitg 5. LuywytwGé, ypwy 
wnwaghé (@hþıhu, 1915): 114-115; 0? qwuph hwujtntâ dbnw@gntpp hhpwuwutwupw aac, 
Yuqutg L. FuwshyjwG (GplwG, 1950): 153. 
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scended on the God-guarded city of Erznka, gathered the Kurds 
and the Tatars from all around and besieged the city...”.6 The 
presence of Kurdish tribes in the days of Chubanids is not symp- 
tomatic in itself. One may assume that as the tribes subjected to 
the Chubanids they have undertaken the task of providing them 
with certain military assistance. 

According to an Arabic epitaph, preserved to date in Khilat 
(Akhlat): si ze! G2 Gili sei. SY! Abilis i J i pus) Gus 

ålarna y Cy peice y bai iiu jae Ge SY) ay eet ood gigi UA gi 

“<... The Kurds (in Khilat) killed the Grand Emir Timurtash ibn 
Turtash in the month of Rabie II, 728 A.H. (January, 1328 
A.D.)”.7. To all appearances, Thovma Metsopetsi’s &arpats 
fnqnupniag qaiunuyhuy bphhpi... “The Kurds ravaged the dev- 
astated land...”® is related to the same period of time. In a colo- 
phon of Bible written in the isle Akhtamar (in the lake Van) in 
1335 A.D. Armenian scribe writes: ... suscep ushifryfrustine fF busts 
wuwugbiuj: Ex hyb jajd ququ prfunntlfg dfish jiju nging...” 
“...1n these days of anarchy... they seized by force all races and 
tribes from around the countryside, [who were] the descendants of 
the precursor of Antichrist. And they tortured our Christian nation 
until they gave up their souls”.? Later, another scribe testifies that 
the Armenian population of Vostan suffered greatly in 1377 A.D. 
as a result of the barbarous behaviour of the Kurds: Pusgqnudlp ft 
Ppfuanntik_g upufpingagq bh f prekt “Masses of Christians are slain 
by the Kurds”.!° 

After the decline of the Chubanids in 1357 A.D., South Arme- 
nia came under the Dyalayirids rule. Sultan Uwais (1357-1374) 
was followed by Sultan Husain (1374-1382). The latter was killed 
in Tabriz by the hand of his own brother, Ahmad. At this time 
South Armenia was ruled by Uwais’s other son, Bayazid (1382- 


6 Ibid.: 304-305. 

7 See Aptirrahim Serif, Ah/at Kitableri yazan (Istanbul, 1932): 75; Répértoire chro- 
nologique dépigraphie arabe, publié sous la direction de Et. Combe, de J. Sauvaget et de 
G. Wiet, tome XV (le Caire, 1956): 247, no. 5562. 

8 Onyúw Utonhtgh, Quuinipad Lwaéy-otdmpuy L hugnpnug fipng (Pwupha, 
1860): 29. 

9 Lwywytwii, op.cit.: 203-204; cf. also lyuwshyjwG, op.cit.: 414. 

10 guy dnnnynnh uwudmpymG, h. 4 (GplwG, 1972): 21. 
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1384).!! The Dyalayirid Sultan Ahmad ascended the throne in 
1382 in Tabriz, but his brothers rose against him. Aided by the 
military forces of Qara-Qoyunlu Qara-Muhammad, he succeeded 
in defeating his brothers.!? However, the situation changed and he 
found himself up against the now greatly strengthened Qara-Mu- 
hammad in Central Armenia. Confronted with a military expedi- 
tion led by ‘Toghtamish-Khan of the Golden Horda in 1384, he 
fled to Baghdad without showing the least resistance.!3 The Arme- 


nian chronicler writes: Gz quti bur ppyn unjuk US sununt bybus 
glug ifu feses err ues by sas ts WW TTT Ea [hynn ihug Nuinutin, 
wr Sinn Phunk wah fr pres fre Uunug Gani f Puphjni punup, 
Guttutiohhi hb wngu nfipb fi... “... And Sultan Ahmad, Khan of 
Tabriz, led by Emir Yezdin of the Medians (Kurds), took refuge 
through Vostan of Reshtunik to the city of Babylon, which is now 
called Baghdad, taking all his relatives and his army along, as at 
that time they ruled over it”.!* It is evident from this quotation that 
Emir Yezdin (Izz ad-Din) had been an ally of Sultan Ahmad of the 
Djalayinids. 

Regarding the date of Emir Yezdin’s (Izz ad-Din’s) settling in 
Van or Vostan, there exists valuable information in the Arabic 
epigraphic monuments of South Armenia as well. Thus, the Ara- 
bic inscription on the parapet to the entrance of “Halima Khatun” 
vault in Vostan (Gevash), which is preserved in good condition, 
reads: 


Call je stall 4a) pall 4uall oda b jars yal 
Alors g ODL g Aina Aiu a jaa gf sila Aala de ga yall aus >: 


“Built this blessed Mausoleum by the order of Malik Izz ad- 
Din; Designed for the late Halima Khatun in the year seven hun- 


1! Ibid.: 20-21; <. UwGwânjwâ, Gagép, h. + (GplwG, 1977): 347; cf. also Zambaur, 
op.cit: 253; J.M. Smith, “Djalayir-Djalayirid”, ZZ, vol. 2 (Leiden-London, 1965): 401-402. 

2 Uwm, UGtgh, <wiwpdndp jh qnng wyunnduignwg, 3wnwgwpwGn, 
huudtuwumniptwup, jwytpnwoGtpny L owfopniphGGtpny Unzu Stp-Uppwhjtwop 
(unwp2wywm, 1893): 170; cf. also UwiwGnywé, op.cit: 347. 

13 uy dnanaypnh upuuunipsmG. 22-23 

1 Q. Upawa, <aywuyunmd (aGtunpy, 1901): 554. 
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dred and thirty six in the month of Muharram” (21 Aug.-20 Sept., 
1335 A.D.).! 

Although this inscription makes no mention of Malik Izz ad- 
Din’s ethnic origin, still there are reasons to believe that he de- 
scends from the Hakkari Kurdish tribe. 

Information is lacking concerning the earlier activities of this 
emir, but starting from 1384 A.D. mention is made of a ruler 
named Yezdin Shir, who played an important role in the political 
life of some South Armenian provinces. This Kurdish emir is later 
mentioned by Thovma Metsopetsi in connection with Lankti- 
mour’s (Tamerlane’s) occupation of the fortress of Van in 1387 
A.D. 

There is a lapse of fifty years between the testimonies in Arme- 
nian sources and the Arabic inscription mentioned above. It seems 
that the Arabic inscription is the oldest reference to this emir, 
which came across in Armenian sources under the name Yezdin 
(Izz ad-Din Shir). The Arabic inscription does in fact indicate that 
Malik Izz ad-Din (Shir?) had established himself in Vostan in 736 
A.H. (1335 A.D.).!© Even though no concrete evidence has 
reached us about Izz ad-Din dealing the period immediately fol- 
lowing 1335 up to 1384, but later the name of Yezdin (Izz ad-Din 
Shir) is mentioned starting from 1384 in Armenian sources. In 
connection with Tamerlane’s taking of the fortress of Van, 
Thovma Metsopetsi reports: ...40 wiunf gncbuy ginug f quunt 
Snuujuy p {bpa wa preg fits Yusha. Ge un Furthusyhs Gonfi junki 
Ubikpippilltutiy ng bhi wn Wu, wyj) wnguapy f tht E Muy fi 
pudpaghh Sutigkpd  utbiwyl  gopoph be puqðmfðkuip 
huhu, husuyplug qiu. “...and moving therefrom he (Tamerlane) 
went to Tosp and descended on the fortress of Van. And in this 
time Yezdin of Senekerim family did not go to him, but remained 
in the fortress in revolt with his entire army and the Christian 
masses. And then he (Yezdin) went down of the castle [and] 


15 See Répértoire. 65-66, A.A. Xayarpan, Kopnyc apa6ckax Haqnuceğ Apmennn, VIII- 
XVI pB., Bbm. I (Epesgan, 1987): 123, no. 194. 

16 The text and date of this inscription has been verified in situ by Iraqi Kurdish histo- 
rian A.R. Yousuf. He testifies that the Arabic inscription comprising two lines is fluently 
legible, its date and script leave no doubt. For this I express to him my gratitude. 
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moved [against Tamerlane]. [The latter] seized and tied him 
up”.!7 

Thovma Metsopetsi’s assertion is also significant in that it 
speaks of “Yezdin of the Senekerim family”. This reference has 
been the basis for some Armenian authors to assume that Emir 
Yezdin Shir on his maternal side descended from the Artsrunid 
Armenian royal house (dynasty). !8 

Based on Metsopetsi’s reference to “Yezdin of the Senekerim 
family” it may be concluded that Halima Khatun mentioned in 
the Arabic inscription on the entrance of Mausoleum in Vostan, is 
not Izz ad-Din’s wife, but his Armenian mother in whose honour 
and memory the magnificent monument was constructed. Ac- 
cording to this inscription, Halima Khatun was already dead in 
1335 A.D. 

There are several references to Izz ad-Din’s wife in Armenian 
sources. According to these references (as of 1389 A.D.), Izz ad- 
Din’s wife was a Turkoman woman named Pasha Khatun.!9 This 
is, however, questioned by the Arabic epitaph on Pasha Khatun 
tombstone that reads: 

ais Cy GLA LAL alll Va Sla gle hii y diaa yy Cader’ aglll 
A Od OSS Gd. Gna SSM Sue Ol 5S eh ue a ga yall Gul) uel! 

Aybar y [oig] Gel din) gga Cpe Gia) pet og gd sd gS yl Guill je 

“O, Lord, by your mercy and sympathy bless here resting Pasha 
Khatun, daughter of the Great Emir, the late Shaikh Sharaf, son 
of the Grand Emir Amin ... ibn Tegin ibn Emir Izz ad-Din al 
Rojaki who has died in the month of Rajab in the year seven hun- 
dred and (ninety) eight (April, 1396 A.D.)”.20 

The above inscription shows that Pasha Khatun died in 1396 
A.D.,?! which is in chronological agreement with the data of the 
Armenian sources. Although the Arabic epitaph does not say it, 


17 Utònthtgh, op. cit.: 30. 

'8 I.e., from the last representative of this royal family, Senekerim Artsruni (see 
UwGwGnjw, op. cit.: 363; <wy dannypyh ujunndnipjmâ: 58). 

19 U.OniuGtwi, Uqquuuini, h. È, wuh U (Mbypnip, 1960): no. 1371, 2010, no. 
1389; cf. <. UwGwGnywG, <.Udwnjwd, <wyng ânn YlwuGtnp (tgshwðhâ, 1903): 189; 191- 
192; FowshyjwG, op. cit: 597; idem., £E nuph huyinéG dinwgptph hAppunnulwpwe- 
tpn, wu tpypnpyn /1451-1480/ (GpluwG, 1958): LVII. 

20 M. Karamagarali, Ahlat Mezartaslar1 (Ankara, 1972): 242, no. 106. 

21 Turkish researcher Karamagarali in order to verify the date of this Arabic epitaph 
bases his view on the date of the adjacent inscription (epitaph), 815 A.H. (1412 A.D.), and 
dates Pasha Khatun’s epitaph a little earlier, i.e. 790-800 A.H. (1388-1389 A.D.) (see 
Karamagarali, op. cit.: 242) 
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the reference to ancestral origin, the date and the place of death 
can form the basis for assuming that Shaikh Sharaf’s daughter Pa- 
sha Khatun, who was recognised in Armenian sources by the same 
name, must indeed have been the wife of the famous Emir Izz ad- 
Din Shir. The term rijaki (or, rather, rojaki = Kurd. rdzaki, röžkī) 
indicates here the Kurdish origin of Izz ad-Din. This Kurdish 
tribal name also in Late Medieval Armenian texts designates 
Kurdish origin par excellence. In many cases in the colophons of 
the Armenian manuscripts foski (azgn foSkanic‘) is just a synonym 
of Kurd.?? 

As already mentioned, Yezdin Shir (Izz ad-Din Shir) was the 
lord of Van during ‘Tamerlane’s first expedition in 1387 A.D. Re- 
garding his subsequent activities Bishop Simeon had the following 
to say in his colophon: MWU. Pnp (1392) kun Udhp-byy ps 
Jujninfthuti yung Lpbpyup|df... “In the year 841 (1392) Emir 
Yezdin took over from his brother the city Vostan in the month of 
Navasard (corresponding to August) on the Tuesday of the Fast of 
Revelation” .?3 It is obvious from this testimony that before 1392 
the city of Vostan had been under Izz ad-Din’s brother’s rule, 
whose name is not given by this Armenian chronicler. Fortunately, 
an older and more valuable reference can be found in another 
colophon, which casts light on Vostan’s previous ruler’s where- 
abouts. Thus, a certain Arghoun, while busy restoring a Bible in 
1386, has made the following note in it: ... p Monet Zuyng 
ILE (1386), hu Upyntu, np fh Te unifi Utipp-Uuutp, 
fd l ôuugug flng, <u phi pny Fnppudhpp, l upiti pdng 
hpþegmphiuj lı wiji wbitu yh dhpunļjnpug “In the Armenian year 
835 (1386 A.D.), I, Arghoun, residing in Malik-Asad’s palace in 
the city of Vostan, renovated this Gospel as a memory of me and 
my parents, my father Kurdamir and my mother Heriktikin and 
all my relatives” .24 

Khatchikian has noted that Malik-Asad, who is mentioned here, 
must have been the ruler of Vostan.2° The above quotation 
supports the data from other colophons mentioned previously, ac- 


22 See G.S. Asatrian, op. cit.: 56. 

3 Fuuppljwe, FÈ guipf hwyinke ótrwugninh hhpunnwywpwacep. 597, XII. 
24 Cf.: Lupwytwl, op. cit.: 117; Fouwshyjw, op. cit: 563. 

25 Ibid.: 715. 
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cording to which Izz ad-Din took over the rule of Vostan from his 
brother by means of force. The name of his brother given here, 
which indeed is Malik-Asad, was, as we have seen, the lord of 
Vostan in 1386. It is rather hard to determine when he had estab- 
lished himself as the ruler of Vostan, but according to the Arabic 
inscription in Halima Khatun’s vault, it is Malik (Emir) Izz ad-Din 
(Shir?), who was in power in Vostan in 1335, from whose hand the 
city was taken by his brother Emir Malik-Asad, to be retaken once 
again by Emir Izz ad-Din in 1392. 

The reference to the Hakkari Emir Malik-Asad’s rule in 1386 in 
Vostan is chronologically the oldest that can be found in Arme- 
nian colophons. 

Armenian reports from 1392 onwards contain valuable infor- 
mation on the Kurdish Emir Izz ad-Din Shir’s later aggression: 
Uju Usdhp-Cqqpu, np Swhunuh bgi Bneunupfi, nbp Numnutusy 
fy 842 /1392/ Baushwtfh sut qhufiagplagh TT usupa 
qQuipupfus wint... “This Emir Yezdin, who rose against Yusuf, 
the lord of Vostan in 842 Armenian year/1392/, assassinated 
Catholicos Zakaria of Akhtamar...”.?6 

Catholicos Zakaria, in fact, was brutally killed after having been 
accused by Vostan’s Judge Jafar on the pretext of refusing to de- 
nounce his religious tenets. The date of his death is believed to be 
the 15th of Mehek, 842 of Armenian year, corresponding to 
Wednesday, the 25th of June, 1393 (and not 1392).?? 

The Kurdish emir’s tense relation with the Qara-Qoyunlu Yu- 
suf, apparently had been caused by the latter’s desire to appropri- 
ate the region to the south of Lake Van. Yusuf had been trying to 
fortify the boundaries of his domain and to occupy territories be- 
longing to the Kurdish emir, including the areas situated to the 
east and south of Lake Van. The strengthening of Qara-Qoyunlu 
reign primarily required putting an end to the Kurdish rule in Van 
and Vostan. 

In the early period of his rule, Izz ad-Din Shir I had surren- 
dered to T'amerlane’s power,?8 and as his ally had continuously 
served at the side of Chaghatai regiments against Qara-Yusuf. In 


2. Utontptgh, op. cit: 71; L. luushpyywi, CG qunh hwytntG dinwgntnh 
Afpuunuiupwoédtp, wu wnwopG /1401-1450/ (GpluwuG, 1955): 8. 

27 OnuuiGtwG, op. cit: 1993-1994, no. 1376; UwiwGnjywi-WownywG, op. cit: 182- 
183. 

28 Uwiwinjw, op. cit.: 366. 
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this connection, Thovma Metsopetsi relates some valuable infor- 
mation: “And in the same days (1395), the lord of Vostan called 
Emir Yezdin, in the company of Chaghatais walked unto Yusuf, 
and they fought for several days, then made peace again”. And 
then: Gz fp dfu opts QuiqufFuy Duspnis dh fh popybs Fuubin. bhi 
400 Hupynd fp gfeghs Unf Jopin fohi udhpujpi, be bSwpg 
gfruquqnefsfch Ung “And on the following day a Chaghatai 
prince accompanied by 400 men came from the fortress of Basen 
to the village of Aghi to help the Emir and to solicit peace between 
them...”.29 

It is evident from this statement that Izz ad-Din had shown ac- 
tive help to Tamerlane’s armies in crushing Qara-Yusuf. Accord- 
ing to other sources, ‘Tamerlane had made him the keeper of Av- 
nik castle in appreciation for the military assistance he had ren- 
dered him.*° It can be seen also from the text that the Chaghatai 
army had given assitance to Izz ad-Din, and it is clear from the 
chronology of the events that the assistance was shown namely to 
Izz ad-Din Shir (Yezdin Shir). 

The belligerent acts between Emir Izz ad-Din and Qara-Yusuf 
continued for some time. Despite the help shown to Izz ad-Din by 
the Chaghatai army, Qara-Yusuf managed even to take him pris- 
oner: Guyu uidh (1398) pôprbbigþji quyup Lappy, np bp 
Jyt fats hppa wane ty fs epfuantlhg, murat by pu qin fulifi pi 
b gf phprbbgph quu be apps p puth p 568 mfr, be quepurp 
puqhup bhh fi 2npis Phyu l unupi Suppi firs f ngudhph h fr 
wy neumni quu quant, l qubunfih wiping Lift mnf... “In 
this year (1398) they (Yusufs army) captured the Hakkari prince, 
who was a good protector of our Christian folk—even more so 
than his predecessors—and put him in the prison on the sea, and 
with a numerous army they descended on the valley of Diz, pil- 
laged the countryside up to Julamerk (Julamerik), setting houses on 
fire, eating produce of others and seizing their stores and what 
they found there and captured the impregnable fortress of Ani”.?! 

It is clear from this report that it speaks about the plunder of Izz 
ad-Din’s domain (possessions), whose sovereignty extended from 


29 Utonthtgh, op. cit.: 47-48. 
30 F. Sumer, “Qara-Qoyunlu”, EL N.E., vol. IV (Leiden-London, 1975): 586. 
3! Foushyjyw, F&A gwph hwybnGG dinw@qntpp hppumwyupwadey. 621. 
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the Diz valley in Lesser Aghbak till Julamenk and the fortress of 
Ani. 

The imprisonment of Izz ad-Din is confirmed by another Ar- 
menian scribe: gpbyue qfippu fp puun, np 4 ngh Puipults, ap & 
Ufupusl... ghojon fpi Upp Cpuqtip, L dip Bughip, ap § ghn 
paprtnd fp SE hyqnji Ufifutupuj... “(1) wrote this note of mine 
in the district of Barmn, that is in Aghbak, during the reign of 
Emir Aladdin and Emir Zendin (Yezdin, 1.e. Izz ad-Din) who still 
is imprisoned in Akhtamar island”.22 

With the weakening of Tamerlane's reign and especially after 
his death (807/1405 A.D.), Izz ad-Din Shir, emir of Van and 
Vostan and his son Malik, as well as the lord of Bitlis Shams ad- 
Din declared allegiance to Qara-Yusuf. Of.: ful ffarppdusiss 
nunj JEn susan bp Susts Puntacp pis fp 857 (1408) ae Le 
Cusp hfs Cunt) unn fis wifey gineghwy poy wen) bapa jajd 
Shsuplhug giu Sun, Snpbop, dfnfp, ghimp l untthuysh 
bhi h bp wy furs § fils Ihyinn ihug l y utuhh pnfi Y upuru... 
be myu hho fh Shuguli fðþht Gqyypù unbfpuyh h Uthe 
npyht... “But Yusuf the Turkoman, after the death of Tamerlane 
put together his small afflicted and ill-armed army in 857 (1408) 
and coming out of prison in Damascus, again came to our world, 
to the town of Baghesh (Bitlis). And Emir Shams ad-Din, son of 
Emir-Sharaf went forth to welcome him, greatly honouring him 
with bread, mules, horses, arms and all sorts of military and war- 
fare equipment. And moved on to the land of Reshtunik and the 
monastery of Varag... and then to pay him homage came Emir 
Yezdin (Izz ad-Din) and his son Melik (Malik)”.33 The Kurdish 
emir Shams ad-Din of Bitlis had been an ally of Qara-Yusuf 
against Tamerlane. According to this evidence, Izz ad-Din Shir, 
the lord of Vostan also declared allegiance to Qara-Yusuf. 

In this connection, it is noteworthy that along with Emir Izz ad- 
Din, his son Malik too enters into the picture. The latter name 
repeatedly mentioned in Armenian manuscripts from 1412 A.D. 
onwards in relation to Izz ad-Din: hu MUU (1412) uidh 
[fPnuuhuin thu Åujhugbhut motupfu, fh [Fuypurnpn thut 


32 Ibid.: 622. 
33 Utoniptgh, op. cit.: 70. 
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(Fury fF fir Uupuj-nrunhfi L f hnqgbuybinn hot dhpnj 
mfuupshu Ui bqgiji L npqyengs fupry Ulypppis, np jajd 
fþhuduðn. L pupbihud ppfuunttkfy...>4 “Indeed, in the year 861 
(1412) of our Haikazian (Armenian) calendar, during the time of 
Qara-Yusuf’s reign on the throne, and during the rule of Emir 
Yezdin and his son Melik (Malik) in our country, who were the 
support and well-wishers of the Christians”.35 Malik is mentioned 
for a second time in 1418 A.D.: ... Þ fnuuļuinfthkut 
Layhugqhwat imnduphu Vb (1418) h fp Sujpuybinni Fb ibuni 
Briuncpfis, lf pruhu fðhut dbpnju tas utiah Usdhp-Eqptpi l 
(hgh Vngui nkp Uunnmd, fuut of jnoj þphuduðn p bu wmgagfu 
uyng ... “... in the year 867 (1418 A.D.) of Haikazian (Armenian) 
calendar and at time of Patriarch Davit in the land of Reshtunik... 
during the khanship of Yusuf and his tyrannical reign over [the 
lords of] our province, Emir Yezdin and his son Melik (Malik) 
Mahmad (Muhammad), whom may God guard and assist, for they 
took good care of our Armenian people...”.%6 

This evidence indicates that Izz ad-Din Shir’s son’s full name 
had been Malik Mahmad (Muhammad). In colophon on a Bible 
written in 1419 in the village of Narek, the name of Izz ad-Din 
Shir is no longer mentioned as emir because, perhaps, his son 
Malik Mahmad (Muhammad) had already replaced him in power: 
o Posh huhu Luyag VEL (1419) fr Sasyprnytinmn fF bush 
infu ‘hus ft, l frofumtine thut Uhpnj Wu uug fos’ Uhifef npuny 
Ushp bapgft: Utihegpt... “... in the year 868 (1419) during the 
time of Patriarch Davit and during the reign in our province of 
Melik (Malik), son of Emir Yezdin-Melik ...”.37 

This statement has served as a basis for Khatchikian to suppose 
that Emir Izz ad-Din Shir has stayed in power until 1419 A.D.,38 
yet it should be added that Malik Muhammad was mentioned 
alongside his father even since 1412 A.D., probably because he 


3t An Armenian scribe notes: “... now (1444) built this dome-like heavenly shrine... at 
the time of khanate of Qara-Yusuf and emirate of Vostan, Emir Yezdin and his son Melik 
Mahmad” (see Fuwyhlywi, op. cit.: 565). 

35 Ibid.: 580. 

36 Tbid.: 220. 

37 Fuwshlyywl, OG gwph hwujipntG dinw@qntph hhzunnwjwpwubâtp, dwu wnwepa: 
231. 

38 guy dnnnypnh ujwuinpymG. 36, 58. 
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had already replaced his father in power for some time on account 
of the latter’s advanced age, but Armenian scribes traditionally 
continued to refer to him under his father’s name.%9 

It is worth mentioning Emir Yezdin’s relations with 
neighbouring Kurdish rulers, particularly of Baghesh (Bitlis). Gon- 
tinuer of Samuel of Ani (Anetsi) writes: P Pmp VOR (1405) 


Cudgy fir Purgkyn wba bh l ayphuy qu pdhny, Ephppu, l 
uyubhug zunn dupy l pur Sut, uning ng hjupug, l þpuupbug 


gluu unpu dd (13), bL inky npu by andi Cyh... “In the year 
854 (1405 A.D.) Shamzdin (Shams ad-Din), the ruler of Bitlis 
(Baghesh), came to the country of Artske (=Adiljevaz) and 
scorched the earth of the entire land, killing many men and priests, 
but failed to capture it (the land), besieged it for 13 days, when its 
lord was Emir Yezdin...”.4° It thus appears that the domain of Izz 
ad-Din included the country of Artske (Bznunik) as well; when 
Shams ad-Din of Bitlis tried to occupy the country, Izz ad-Din 
confronted him. The contest between. the two Kurdish emirs of 
Biths and Van-Vostan had been going on for some considerable 
time. 

Continuer of Samuel of Ani adds: p MYL (1419) Uspp Cqqpt 
puphugkuj Yoh ging p Pugh bphppts l ujphug 4 (60) 
qhon dhigh f quunt Ukus .-- “In the year 868 (1419 A.D.) 
Emir Yezdin of Vostan getting angry attacked on Baghesh and 
scorched 60 villages, extending as far as province Segham”.*! 

As to Izz ad-Din’s date of death and the duration of his son 
Malik Muhammad’s rule, Continuer of the Chronicle of Samuel of 
Ani had this to say: P [Fdffits NF ( 1423) sbn Ut ppt Y numut’ 
l Sujpi wnpu udhp Ganfi l frp apap “In the year 872 (1423 
A.D.) the Melik of Vostan died, as had his father Emir Yezdin and 
his son”.42 The evidence of Continuer of Samuel of Ani is con- 
firmed by another scribe who says ...h y9ZP (1423) [afr qinug 
Lnyls Uputpupi pugna quipurp f fbpusy Ujpbiny l un quw. l 
qnpò quinbpugdhi, l wu phy funa wppnmgbuj fofuatifirs dépny 
UE fp- Vind Sun fi ujuti yu A ws Stapf un. l wbd fu fr {Foss 
inpind nfd fete Guu wry fry fi dbpny... ...In the year of 872 


39 Fuughyywil, op. cit.: 565-566. 

© Uwiniky Uátgh, op. cit: 172-173. 
41 Ibid. 

42 Ibid. 
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(1423 A.D.) the same Skandar, heading a multitude soldiers 
moved onto Averel and captured it, and the ruler of our land went 
to him, taking along many gifts, and he intoxicated our prince 
Malik Muhammad with deadly drugs, killing him and causing 
unimaginable grief and insurmountable sorrow across this land of 
ours ...”.43 The assassination of Emir Malik Muhammad can be 
explained because of his refusal to submit to the Qara-Qoyunlu 
Skandar. The power balance had been once again changed in the 
region. As early as 1419 A.D. in the days of Tamerlane’s son 
Shahrukh, the Timurids had established secret ties with Aq- 
Qoyunlu Qara-Othman (1378-1435 A.D.), who on his part had 
been carrying out raids on the western borders of the Qara- 
Qoyunlu territories.*4 

Tamerlane’s son Shahrukh leading a huge army humiliatingly 
defeated Qara-Yusuf’s son Skandar on the plains of Vagharshakert 
near Bagavan on August 1, 1421. Skandar and his brother Spand- 
yar fled in the direction of Mardin and Mosul, while Shahrukh 
returned to Khorasan with a large booty.* 

Following this victory by the Timurids, Malik Muhammad, the 
lord of Van-Vostan, probably betrayed his sovereign ally Skandar. 
Sharaf-Khan of Bitlis relates in connection with this new orienta- 
tion of the Kurdish emir: “In 824 (1421) Malik Muhammad ibn 
Malik Izz ad-Din and Emir Shams ad-Din, the governor (wali) of 
Bitlis and Akhlat (Khilat), filled with unlimited joy and success, 
were given the honour of kissing the carpet under the feet of Emir 
Timur Gurgan’s son, Mirza Shahrukh. They were bestowed with 
many imperial favours and given generous royal gifts, as well as 
granted new charters to rule. Mirza Shahrukh had previously 
given them permission to visit their own lands, when he was still 
waging bloody battles near Alashkert, against the turkoman Qara- 
Yusuf’s sons”.46 


3 Fowshlyw, op. cit.: 375. 

4 guy dnnnypnh ujuumidnpymG: 34. 

4 Utoniptgh, op. cit.: 81; VwGwGnywG, op. cit.: 384-385. 

46 See: Scheref-nameh ou Histoire des Kourdes par Scheref, prince de Bidlis, publié 
pour le premiere fois, trad. et annoté par V.Veliaminof-Zernof, t. I, texte persan, premiere 
partie (St.-Pétersbourg, 1860): 91; Cheref-Nameh ou fastes de Ja nation kourde par Cheref- 
ouddine, prince de Bidlis, dans liialet d’Arzeroum, trad. du persan et commentés par F.B. 
Charmoy, t. I, pt. 2 (St.-Pétersbourg, 1870): 118-119. 


THE KURDISH PRINCIPALITY OF HAKKARIYA 5] 


Emir Sultan-Ahmad replaced Malik Muhammad after the lat- 
ter’s assassination in Vostan (Reshtunik), only to meet the same 
fate. Some important details are provided in a colophon of a Bilble 
written in 1425 A.D. in Akhtamar: ... jup pprhbuinpi wdfipqu 
Uputrpupi' inki bujppany, mggu nipp, gud fa prsas tay Erursts Nunut 
puyuph qunut U.S dunnii’ popatboy & a bpho fF fs quyup fi 
JU php h putigh E bghuj, fubgpbhynd p wdutih quiunph 
wipngu npu: Ce qbhphhpu ¿ujng) qUqpuh, b gPupayug l 
gfNluimutuy Ephfpu, dhig f Fuh widu pr rp sss pats eas ly wmpupbhuj... 
“...The evil despot, Amirza Skandar, lord of Tavriz, a Turk by 
nationality, took prisoner Sultan Ahmad, the chief emir of Vostan 
and chained him in iron in the castle of Alinja, demanded to have 
his castle. And rid the Armenian lands of Aghbak, Karpah, 
Vostan, up to Baghesh of their population. ..”.47 

The evidence shows that Sultan Ahmad, lord of Vostan town, 
was imprisoned in Alinja and later killed by Qara-Qoyunlu Skan- 
dar for refusing to surrender the fortress of Van to him. After his 
death his son Malik Asad took over the rule of Van, but unable to 
resist Skandar’s forces, surrendered the castle and gave himself up 
in 1425 A.D. Baha ad-Din, his uncle, who reigned over Vostan 
(Reshtunik) and Urmiya, was killed by Qara-Qoyunlu Skandar. In 
this connection Thovma Metsopetsi says: be yhphpapy mdj 
(1424) fPncuhwiph bhi fp ftp Pugjyn ba hopufuj, hnghug 
qudfipuji Curly unnfis iphu pap- ful bnp puph4ugbuj puduit 
hın qopugi feprg Guat by gaynefu unpu: bL påprubhuj gunk ls 
ifn fF ustsusl fp bhi f bps nth fis Y utu... l f Unji usthfr ný hupug 
wany quu, wji bpfhu fr Punpky fp Ung unbfits pnbug, l qnpyh 
Gonpi widþhpujhu qung US bunnii uyut fh php bpi puhuyj: 
Puipdboy h Shish mdji 874 (1425) Pnuhutpi bhi pupåbhuj f 
fb pus Wushu, Be Wunu h dhipu Unpu. l Lhy bus, npp eppyt 
Uti pe Guy mhont bin fh wu qpbpet, be wmwqunnbuj bjbuj qug 
hu<þhip bu pishe h Qngudhph: Gu þh inaj wath fris uuu frie 
qSopbhypujpi unppi Duss § us fF hi wine wnbuy ghphpph [hy inn ihug 
bu. ghogh Uqfiufupuy... “...And in the second year (1424) he fell 
on Baghesh and Khlat, sent for Emir Shams ad-Din, his son-in- 
law, but getting angry with him ordered his soldiers to have him 
decapitated. And captured Sultan Ahmad, lord of Reshtunik and 
son of Emir Yezdin, and rushed towards the fortress of Van. And 


4 Fouwshlyw, op. cit: 326, 328, 376; Uwinib, UGtgh, op. cit: 173; LwpwytuwG, op. 
cit.: 353; UwGwGnjwG, op. cit.: 386-387. 
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in the same year failed to capture it, but went quietly to Tabriz in 
the same year and killed Sultan Ahmad in the castle of Erenjak 
(Alinja). In the next year 874 (1425) he attacked Van again and 
positioned himself there and bothered the Kurd’s son named Asad 
who later freed himself from the fortress and went to Julamerik 
taking back his belongings. And in the same year they killed his 
uncle Pahatin (Baha ad-Din), occupied the lands of Reshtunik and 
the isle of Akhtamar...”.*8 

It can be noted that Skandar succeeded in occupying the essen- 
tial parts of the Hakkari Kurdish emir’s domain within two years 
(1424-1425). Malik Asad, son of Ahmad who showed resistance in 
Van was crushed and handed over the fortress and moved to Ju- 
lamerik castle. Following these events Skandar’s armies captured 
Urumia and killed Ahmad’s brother Baha ad-Din. The aim of 
Skandar during the two year long war was to seize the entire Hak- 
kari territories and put an end to the separatist tendencies of the 
semi-independent Kurdish emirs. 

As a matter of fact the semi-independent Kurdish emirates es- 
tablished in certain areas of South Armenia, such as Baghesh (Bit- 
lis), Reshtunik, Khizan and elsewhere, being spurred by local in- 
terests often clashed with central authorities, abandoned their su- 
zerains in time of their need and joined forces with enemy armies 
against them. 

Therefore, the expeditions of Skandar to the region in 1424- 
1425 were conditioned, perhaps, by these circumstances. These 
expeditions virtually put an end to the Kurdish Hakkari Emirate. 

Scholars with special interest in the study of the origins of the 
Hakkari tribe point to a certain Asad ad-Din Kalani ibn Imad ad- 
Din from whom the famed Izz ad-Din Shir and his progeny are 
supposed to have descended.*9 

Regarding Asad ad-Din’s personality and the period of his 
reign, Sharaf-Khan of Bitlis mentions: “...a descendent of the 
Hakkani rulers, Asad ad-Din ibn Gulabi (ibn) Imad ad-Din, whom 
destiny had taken to Egypt, where he served the Cherkez sultans 
...”.°° Then he says that Syrian serfs (rayat) who were on their way 


48 Utonitgh, op. cit: 84; lowsplyw, op. cit: 326, 328, 375, 376; Uwinit;, UGtgh, 
op. cit.: 173. 

* See: Zambaur, op. cit: 264; [Zambaur, Arabic translation II: 395], Zaki, op. cit: 370- 
381. 

50 Scheref-nameh, 92; cf.: Cheref-Nameh: 117-118. 
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to Egypt and Syria to deal in crafts and trade witnessed the activi- 
ties of Asad ad-Din, and decided for themselves that the man was 
fit to govern Hakkariya. They made their views known to Asad ad- 
Din, and he agreed to go to Hakkariya in the company of the 
group of Syrians. On a certain Saturday, Asad ad-Din took a 
number of soldiers with him and stormed Diz castle. Then he 
moved against the enemy forces, and thus Hakkari emirs returned 
to power for a second time. Saturday is called Shambo in the lan- 
guage of this people (Syrians), and that is the reason why they be- 
came known as “Shamboyan” rulers. After Asad ad-Din’s death, 
his son Izz ad-Din Shir and grandson Zahid-beg inherited the 
reign.>! 

In the chapter devoted to the “Hakkari emirs’ in “Sharaf- 
Nameh”, one can distinguish two different emirs by the name “Izz 
ad-Din Shir”. One of these has ruled before Asad ad-Din Gulabi 
(Kalani), and is mentioned in connection with the occupation of 
the fortress of Van (1387 A.D.).°? After his death, Asad ad-Din 
Gulabi (“the Golden-armed”), who had come to the region from 
Egypt, becomes the emir, and the second emir is none other than 
Asad ad-Din Gulabi’s son who has ruled after his father’s death. 

Strange as it may seem “Ibn” (son) has been dropped from his 
full name (Asad ad-Din ibn Gulabi ibn Imad ad-Din) by some 
researchers and has been quoted as “Asad ad-Din Gulabi” instead 
of “Asad ad-Din Ibn Gulabi” ibn Imad ad-Din. As for “Kalani” 
(A) it is simply a scribal error from «3X (Gulabi) in the “Sharaf- 
Nameh’s” manuscript, which later has found its way into the rele- 
vant literature being identified as Asad ad-din Kalani ibn Imad ad- 
Din.°? 

Other mistakes of chronological nature have been introduced 
into the historical literature as well. Thus, the aforementioned 
Emir Izz ad-Din Shir, who ruled in the 14th century, much earlier 


51 Scheref-nameh: 93; cf.: Cheref-Nameh: 118-119. 

52 The exact date of the occupation of Van castle has been preserved in certain manu- 
scripts of “Sharaf-Nameh” and reflected in the Persian original published by V. Veliaminof- 
Zernof (see Scheref-nameh. 90). Even though the wrong date of “787” has been preserved 
in the original Persian text of “Sharaf-Nameh”, but the correct date (1387) is re-established 
in Charmoy’s French translation (see Cheref-Nameh:. 116; cf. ibid.: pt. 1, 503, note 294). 
Unfortunately the date has been maintained in its wrong form in Russian translation of E.I. 
Vasil’eva (see Sharaf-nameh, Russian translation by Vasil’eva, Moscow, 1967: 153, 515, 
note 273). 

53 Cf. Zambaur, op. cit.: 264; [Zambaur Arabic translation, II: 395]; Zaki, op. cit.: 380- 
381. 
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than Asad ad-Din, has been identified with Izz ad-Din Shir II, 
who ruled in 1480s-1490s. Precisely for this reason, Izz ad-Din 
Shir’s (I) name is absent from the family trees compiled by Zam- 
baur and Amin Zaki. The omission results partly from the re- 
searcher’s failure to sort out information given in the “Sharaf- 
Nameh” and partly from Sharaf-Khan’s own fault in making in- 
correct citations from other sources and their misplacement in his 
notes. For instance, in the chapter on “Asad ad-Din Gulabi ibn 
Imad ad-Din” he first speaks about the circumstances of Asad ad- 
Din’s emergence in Egypt, then putting it aside, relates that before 
this time Aq-Qoyunlu generals Sufi Khalil and Arabshah-beg at- 
tacked Izz ad-Din Shir who ruled before Asad ad-Din, and killed 
him taking over his domain. It is after the latter’s death that Asad 
ad-Din ibn Gulabi ibn Imad ad-Din (“the Gold-armed”) moved 
from Egypt, occupied Diz castle and cleansed the Hakkariya 
“vilayet” of enemies and reinstated the Hakkari Kurdish rule. It is 
after the death of Asad ad-Din, from natural causes, that his son 
Izz ad-Din Shir II, and subsequently his grandson Zahid-beg, as- 
cended to power. 

By analysing Sharaf-Khan’s data in the chapter on Asad ad-Din 
ibn Gulabi ibn Imad ad-Din it can be seen that Sharaf-Khan too 
has not made a distinction between the two emirs of the same 
name Izz ad-Din Shir. That is why he has allowed himself mis- 
takes by entering incorrect data in his notes on Hakkari history, 
giving rise to an altered chronological order of events. For exam- 
ple, Izz ad-Din Shir I, according to Sharaf-Khan, is a contempo- 
rary of Aq-Qoyunlu generals, where in fact it is Izz ad-Din Shir II 
who was their contemporary, but Izz ad-Din Shir I lived in the 
time of Timurids and the Qara-Qoyunlu rulers. Sharaf-Khan’s 
information on the assassination of Emir Izz ad-Din Shir I is not 
confirmed by either Armenian, Persian or Arabic historical 
sources. According to Shar-Khan, Izz ad-Din Shir was killed by 
Aq-Qoyunlu generals Sufi Khalil and Arabshah-beg.5+ But by 
comparing the information given by Sharaf-Khan with the data 
from Armenian, Persian and other sources, it can be shown that 
this Izz ad-Din Shir (Yezdin Shir) II in reality was killed by Aq- 
Qoyunlu army general Suleiman Byan-oghlu. In the spring of 
Rajab 2, 894 (1489) Aq-Qoyunlu Sultan Yaqub dispatched 


54 Scheref-Nameh: 92; cf. SharafNameh, 155-156. 
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Suleiman-beg ibn Bijan to the Kurdish areas south of the lake Van 
with the task of re-instating Aq-Qoyunlu domination in those 
provinces. Suleiman-beg was able to procure the allegiance of sev- 
eral insurgent Kurdish chieftains in a short time and occupied tan- 
gible number of their mountain embankments, but his attempts to 
capture the leaders of the insurgence, i.e., Hasan Bahdinan of 
Amadia and Izz ad-Din Shir Azizan of Hakkariya, were not 
crowned with success.°° 

The combined revolt of the Kurdish chieftains during the reign 
of Aq-Qoyunlu Sultan Yaqub failed. Suletman-beg, the grand vi- 
zier and army commander, led a fresh expedition against the 
Kurdish Emir Izz ad-Din Shir (II), who had allied himself with 
Gulabi-beg, the governor of Erznka (Erzinjan) and Sufi Khalil, the 
Aq-Qoyunlu army commander.*6 Scribe Movses has this to say in 
the colophon, dated in 1491 A.D. ... ful) Unjust franphing 
qemp Baghighp, np bhh Ep glen’ qupub qopdby wdw, 
miá fiiu Pih 3000): Gr winnf qpupdhuy gfthug fp bps, Uodpach, 
l buu f rps gins uti, Ao frmonphog qi why anh qgnpyp 
runny Sf l unophiusy by f Fug fre... “and Suleiman murdered 
Ezdinsher, the Kurd, who had come with 3000 men to lay a trap 
for him. He then turned towards Sufi, reached as far as the plains 
of Van and massacred him there and took the Padishah’s son back 
to the throne”.>’ In this account Izz ad-Din Shir is depicted as an 
ally of Sufi Khalil, not his adversary. There are references to this 
battle by the Persian author Fazlullah ibn Ruzbihan Khunji, who 
wrote: “Before the news of the malevolence awful of Gulabi’s army 
divisions reached Sufi Khalil’s spy, the Grand Emir (Suleiman ibn 
Bijan) started a battle against him (Sufi Khalil) and in the wake of 
a bitter fight in the region of Van-Vostan, annihilated the enemy’s 


5 J.E. Woods, The Aqquyunlu: Clan, Confederation, Empire (A Study in 15th/9th 
Century Turko-Iranian Politics) (Minneapolis-Chicago, 1976): 156. 

56 Gulabi-beg, the son of Amir-beg, was the Aq-Qoyunlu (Mosullu) governor of Erznka 
(Erzinjan). He had taken part in the struggle for the throne and had appeared in the capac- 
ity of Sufi Khalil’s ally (see Woods, op. cit.: 163). His Arabic monumental inscription, which 
is inscribed above the entrance to the Main Mosque in Erznka (1489 A.D.) has reached us 
(see Erzincan Tarihi, tehkikat Ali Kemali, Istanbul, 1932: 236; Xagarpau, op. cit.: 104, no. 
143, 187-188, notes 141-143). 

5 FE nupnh huyGpbG dbaw@gntph hpzuumnwiywupwGéGéep, SwuG tppnpy /1481-1500/, 
yuqutg L. fuwshyjwG (GplwG, 1967): 174. 
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(countless) army. During these two expeditions he (the Grand 
Emir) trapped Izz ad-Din Shir like a fox in a net”.58 

At this time Izz ad-Din Shir II was in all likelihood condemned 
to death by Uzun-Hasan’s army commander and Grand Vizier 
Suleiman ibn Bijan (Bijan-oghlu), who had a number of Vaspura- 
kan countries in hand, particularly the city of Van and its sur- 
roundings. To secure the governmental helm in his hand, he had 
to contest with the famous army commander Sufi Khalil for the 
throne. In autumn of 897 A.H. (1492 A.D.) Sufi Khalil was killed 
in the plains of Van by the ruler of Diyarbakr, Suleiman ibn Bijan- 
oghlu.59 

Coming back to Sharaf-Khan’s chronicle on Izz ad-Din Shir 
Ils murder, it must be said that this account does not correlative 
with the data found in Armenian and Persian sources. The refer- 
ences to Izz ad-Din Shir in Armenian sources are attested starting 
from the 1460’s,60 which reveal that the Hakkari emirs had once 
again revolted and re-occupied territories that previously belonged 
to them in the region of Van (in the l4th century). The circum- 
stances of this revolt may be explained by the fact that the Aq- 
Qoyunlu sultans of the 15th century were so weakened that they 
were unable to suppress the centrifugal tendencies of minor emir- 
ates. Aq-Qoyunlu generals Suleiman ibn Byan (Bijan-oghlu), Sufi 
Khalil and Mubarizz ad-Din Bayandur-beg ibn Rustam-beg of the 
disintegrating government were engaged in a power struggle, each 
trying to put his heir on the throne and to take the government’s 
helm in his hand. 

After the demise of Izz ad-Din Shir II, his son Zahid-beg took 
over the rule of Van and Vostan and in 1498 A.D. occupied and 
plundered the isle of Akhtamar.§! Sharaf-Khan has a wealth of 
information about him and about those who came after him, but 
the story of their reign falls outside the scope of this article. 

Summing up the data of the sources on the Hakkari Kurdish 
Emirate’s chronology, history and its rulers’ genealogy in South 
Armenia (Vostan-Reshtunik), it can be stated that its history 


58 V, Minorsky, Persia in A.D. 1478-1490 (An abridged translation of Fadlullah b. 
Ruzbthan Khunyi’s “Tarikh-i alamara-yi amini”) (London, 1957): 24. 

59 Ibid: 113. 

° foushpyjw CG quinh huylnlG dinw@ptpph hbfppuinwtwpwaoin, vwu Gaynor: 
22, 282. 

6! Idem, OG quinf huajin éGnw@gntnp hhpunwlwpwdGtp, duu Gapnpy. 277. 
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started not earlier than from the 1380’s, that is half a century later 
than it is generally accepted (i.e. from 1330’s). The founder of the 
Kurdish Emirate of Hakkariya and the Hakkari dynasty was 
probably Emir Izz ad-Din (Shir), whose name is attested in the 
Arabic inscription (1335 A.D.) mentioned above. It is difficult, of 
course, to exactly define the duration of his rule, though, as the 
Armenian sources clearly show, Yezdin Shir (Izz ad-Din Shir), 
who is mentioned in the 1380s, ruled until the second decade of 
the 15th century (1412). These sources do not allow the firm iden- 
tification of the two emirs of the same name, referred to in the 
Armenian sources and in the Arabic inscription on the epitaph as 
one person, for there is a lapse of fifty years between the two. 

However, it may be assumed that they speak of one and the 
same person, even though such a lengthy period of rule (1335- 
1412) is not very likely. On the other hand, although he died in 
1423, references to Izz ad-Din Shir’s emirate continue to appear 
until 1445. Therefore, it cannot be ruled-out that the Armenian 
scribes have traditionally continued to make references to him in 
spite of the fact that he had already left the scene. 

The rule of Emir Izz ad-Din Shir and his descendents was 
brought to an end by Qara-Qoyunlu Sultan Skandar in 1424- 
1425. Armenian sources reveal the names of Izz ad-Din Shir I’s 
sons’ Malik Ahmad and Sultan Ahmad, and grandsons Malik 
Asad and Piri-beg. ‘This Malik Asad left Van-Vostan and estab- 
lished himself in Julamerik in 1425. 

Hakkari rulers had been semi-independent emirs of several 
provinces of South Armenia. They had revolted against the Mon- 
gol [l-Khanid Empire during the years of its decline in the 1330s. 
Later, they succumbed first the Chubanid and then Djalayirid and 
Timurid sovereigns. As allies of the Timurids, they clashed with 
the Qara-Qoyunlu sultans, Sultan Yusuf (Qara-Yusuf) and Sultan 
Iskandar (Skandar) in the period when they were trying to 
strengthen their presence in the region. 

In the first quarter of the 15th century Hakkari emirs at times 
surrendered to the Timurids and at other times to Qara-Qoyunlu 
sultans, or took sides with their adversaries. This unstable orienta- 
tion behaviour brought about their decline in 1424-1425. 

Later, Hakkari princes revolted once again in Van and Vostan. 
Further on in the 16th to 18th centuries the principality of Hak- 
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kariya broke up into the smaller fiefdoms of Julamenk, Vostan, 
Khoshab and Berkni. 


The Genealogy of Hakkari ruling emirs in Van-Vostan, 
Andzevatsik (Zawazan), Aghbak and Hakkariya (Julamerik) 
(During the 14th and 15th centuries A.D.) 


Malik Izz ad-Din (Shir ?) 
1335 A.D. in Vostan 


Ala ad-Din Malik Asad Amir-Malik Izz ad-Din Shir I 
1386-1392 A.D. in Vostan 1385-1412 A.D. in Van-Vostan 





Baha ad-Din Malik-Muhammad Sultan Ahmad 
1425 A.D. in Vostan and Urumia 1412-1423 A.D. in Vostan 1424 A.D. in Van 
Sevdin (Seif ad-Din) Piri-beg Malik Asad (Asd) 
1430 A.D. in Tosp country 1431-1433 in Akhtamar 1425 A.D. in Van 

Asad ad-Din ibn Gulabi 


Malik Izz ad-Din Shir Azizan (II) 
1460-1491 A.D. in Van-Vostan 


Malik-Zahid 
1491- ... in Vostan 


